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April Showers Bring May Flowers,  

The older I’ve gotten, the more I’ve begun to notice the depths of the changing of the 

seasons.  How it’s much more than a change in the weather, but a change in every as-

pect of life.  Spring is not only an opportunity for God’s beautiful creation to come into 

being, but an opportunity for new beginnings in every aspect of life. 

These changes in seasons have taken on new meaning over the last couple of years as I 

have begun to view the year through the lens of the church calendar.  The Resurrection 

of Jesus as the Christ ushers in a whole new understanding of what Spring can mean.   

It’s as if the tears shed on Good Friday are the rains of April, that bring about the New 

life signified at the Resurrection along with May Flowers. 

Three years ago, in the spring of 2020, everything in my life began to change.  To be 

sure, there was the occurrence of a Global Pandemic that had nearly every soul across 

the globe engaged in change, but more specifically for me, everything was changing.  I 

had just accepted my first appointment to become the Pastor at Faubion UMC, and had 

also just met my future wife.  The world as I had known it was being transformed into 

something new.  At the time, it seemed as though these were the flowers I’d been wait-

ing for; my life was beginning to bloom in new and fulfilling ways. 

As I sit here, reflecting on the journey of the past three years, I can’t help but see the 

gracious hand of God guiding my every step.  God is truly a wonderful gardener. 

Which brings us to April of 2023.  More change is coming.  The reason I chose the meta-

phor of spring along with its “April Showers that bring May Flowers” is because of the 

many tears I have shed during the month of April, that is now leading to the announce-

ment in May of the new things to come. 

It’s with a heavy heart that I’m letting you know that I’ll be moving on to new things at 

the conclusion of this Appointment year, Sunday June 25th.  

As with most things in life, this announcement brings with it a lot of uncertainty, not 

only for me and my family but also for you, and our church family.  I ask that                   

you join myself, my wife Brooke, and the leadership of our church as we                        

look forward to the next chapter in our churches storied history. 

  

May 2023 

 

 

Pastor Tim Melin 
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INCOME:        $42,520.32 

(funds received in support of general, administrative and benevolent expenses) 
 

EXPENSES: 

• Staff Salaries and Benefits:     $19,824.20 

• Building Operations (utilities, insurance, maint.):  $    9,554.01 

• Program Support (worship, education, care ministry):  $  1,476.59 

• Mission and Benevolence (outreach, apportionments): $    3,778.10 

• All Other Expenditures (admin., finance):   $  1,133.65 
 

• Total Expenses:       $35,766.55 
 

NET INCOME TO EXPENSE YTD:     $    6,753.77 
 

CASH POSITION (includes $15,713.38 carry-over from 2022):    $22,272.27 

 

FAUBION  

FINANCIAL  

SNAPSHOT  
 

YTD through 

03/31/2023 

Heritage Sunday 

On Sunday, May 21, Faubion United Methodist Church is 

joyously celebrating our church history and it's founding 

families.  As we are reminded by Pastor Tim each Sunday, the 

church was established in 1837 from many families, primarily 

the Faubions, Boydstons and Broadhursts.  They traveled 

together from eastern Tennessee in ox wagons and settled in 

what would become Gladstone, Missouri.  The journey took 

about six months crossing the Ohio and Missouri Rivers.  A 

community of homes, farms, a church, a school, a cemetery and 

more developed from these early Clay County families.   

We have sent invitations to over 50 local Faubion and Boydston 

families to visit our church on Heritage Sunday.   Hopefully, 

some will want to continue to be involved with our friendly and 

active congregation and the historic Faubion Cemetery, so that 

this living legacy will continue.  About 20 descendants joined us last year for the 1st Heritage 

Sunday Celebration and the invitation list has more than doubled.    

More details of the day are forthcoming.  We hope you will join in the celebration as we bring this 

history to life.... welcoming the visitors with the wonderful Faubion UMC hospitality and share in 

this joyous day.  ~  Beverly Rehkop 

 

Aldersgate Day - May 24th 

Heritage Sunday also encompasses the anniversary of John 

Wesley’s transformative moment in 1738, of which he wrote:  

“I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, 

Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me 

that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 

from the law of sin and death.”  Thus inspired Methodism. 

1785-1852 
Jacob Faubion 



3 

 

Going Home 

Friends, please join us in extending our sympathies to the family of Walter Kelley.   

He passed away to our Lord at the age of 84 years in the early hours of Monday, 

April 24th.  Walt participated in many activities at Faubion including his work as a 

Sunday school teacher.  He has been a member of Faubion UMC since marrying 

his late wife Pat in 1986.  The date and times for his services are still being determined but will not be 

right away.  We will advise the congregation when we know.  Please keep the family in your prayers.  

Faubion Women’s Group 

What an event, what an effort, what a team, what a success…could only refer 

to the Faubion Women’s Spring Fling Sale.  It involved table setup on Tues-

day, moving and unpacking stored donations and arranging them on tables on 

Wednesday and Thursday, plus accepting more donations as they arrived.  All 

the tables were in use and were overflowing.  Then finally came pricing the merchandise.  

Baked goods and candies were brought by the ladies, and Lenny, and arranged 

for sale.  Judy and Darlene assisted with the setup as well as attending to lunch 

preparations in the kitchen.  Outside a long line formed before the doors were 

opened and soon the onslaught began.  We were unbelievably busy. 

To help control long pay lines, a clever procedure used in previous years was 

set up.  Checkout tables were divided into four sections with masking tape and given a number.  We 

assisted customers that were carrying items by taking them to an open section at a table and informing 

them of their section number, so more items could be added and purchased.  The items were listed at 

the section as they arrived and were bagged.  Customers then took the list and our super cashier, Jan, 

totaled the amount and collected the money.  

We certainly were not lacking for women helping with the sale, for donation items and for the blessings 

of lots of customers over the two days and for record financial results.  We appreciated Noel’s help 

moving boxes from storage and the husbands that helped with boxing up leftover items to be donated.  

With many thanks to everyone, we are pleased to report that our efforts earned $2,907.14.   

+++ We extend an invite to all Faubion Women to join us May 11 at 10 am for the next Faubion    

Women’s meeting with a salad luncheon. ~  Monika Burris 

Friday Faithful Friends - Women’s Bible Study Group 

Esther:  who is Esther?  She has a book in the Old Testament, between Nehemiah 

and Job. (I had to look it up, apologies to all my old Sunday school teachers.)  She 

has a play in Branson, MO at the Sights and Sounds Theater.  So, who is she?  Come and find out! 

Friday Faithful Friends are starting the study of Esther by Max Lucado on June 2nd, and will end on 

June 30th.  Just so happens, there are five sessions and June has five Fridays.  Same time; 10:30 to 

noon.  Same place; fellowship hall. 

Peggy Chase (816-529-8037), Darlene Yeo (816-436-5411) and Marie Madinger (816-261-7759) are 

looking forward to seeing you.  You just never know what we are up to.  Fun, Food and Fellowship is a 

sure thing.  Invite a friend, the more the merrier.  ~  Marie Madinger 
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Faubion Collects Nonperishable Food Items    

Our food pantry needs donations of things like:  beans, soups, canned 

meats, whole grain pasta, brown rice, cereals, canned fruit and veggies too.  

These non-perishable food items are then donated to A Turning Point 

ministries.  Please bring items every 1st Sunday of the month.  (If you miss it, 

food items will be welcome anytime).  Contact Natalie Sligar for information. 

Love INC of Clay County  - LIVES WERE CHANGED BECAUSE YOU GAVE! 

Following the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we are reminded that we have a God 

who loves us and gave us the greatest gift of all - namely, Himself.  I am also reminded of God's gift 

whenever I see God's people giving of themselves to help families in need. 

Because of friends like you...last month Love INC of Clay County was able to help 103 families (402 

individuals).  We distributed $6,788 worth of personal care and household cleaning items (to include 

more than 4,992 diapers).  Your gifts also provided 7 families with $7,943 in rent and utility assistance, 

helping them stay in their homes avoiding an eviction, and/or keeping their utilities connected. 

Love INC exists because faithful churches and donors consistently give, month after month and year 

after year, to provide a solid, reliable level of funding that insures our stability over time.  If you are   

already a donor and your church is already a partner, please     

accept our sincere thanks.  If not, join with us today and help 

make an impact on your community that has eternal rewards. 

David Rathbun 

Executive Director  

Faubion Care Team 

The Faubion Care Team wants you to be a piece of the puzzle.  A beautiful 

picture is made when all the pieces of a puzzle are put together.  It is the 

same with a church congregation.   

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 reads; 12; Just as a body has many parts, but all its 

many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.  14; even so the body is not made up of one part but 

many. 15; Now if the foot should say---.16; And if the ear should say---18; But in fact, God has placed 

the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.   

You are invited to be a part of the care team puzzle.  Contact Marie Madinger (816-261-7759) for more 

information and how to be a part of caring for our congregation.  In the coming days, you may even see 

a puzzle piece in the pew where you sit!  And if a guest is sitting near you, reach out and invite them to 

join us as a piece of our church. 

Thessalonians 2:8 We were glad to share not only God’s good news with you but also our very lives 

because we cared for you so much.  -  Marie Madinger 

 

Missing - A black weighted tape dispenser was taken from inside a cabinet of the 

Administrative Assistant’s desk in the office.  Please return it if you see it anywhere. 
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From Faubion Memoirs 
book by the History Committee  

 

Another Church Home 
By Floy Harmon - Pt. 106 

 

     It was hard for Art and  
me to leave our church when 
we moved north of the river   
-- so much of our early life 
was wrapped up in that church. 

     We attended another 
Methodist Church for three 
years -- the homesickness 
persisted and then we found 
Faubion Chapel.  We found 
such friendliness and fellow-

ship that we felt at home with 
the first visit. 

     Faubion was in the process 
of building, so when Alice and 
Don Gordon were planning 
their wedding in 1966, Rev. 
Holt asked them to wait a 
month until we had new pews 
and carpeting -- but no, a 
whole month!  IMPOSSIBLE!  
So, we moved a few carpen-
ter’s benches, swept out their 
scraps of wood, etc. and set up 
a few chairs that were being 
used on Sunday mornings and 
had a wedding. 

     Our son, Arthur, his wife 
Joan and children Gary, Kathy, 
and Robert moved here a few 
years later and joined Faubion.   

     We have all enjoyed work-
ing with the people of Faubion.  
I have especially enjoyed the 
United Methodist Women.  

 

W H A T  I S  E A S T E R  S E A S O N  F O R ?  

A N D  W H A T  C O M E S  N E X T ?  

For Christians, Easter is not just 1 day - it's a season 
of 50 days, a week of weeks, derived in its length 
from the 50 days between Passover and Pentecost 
(which means 50th) in Judaism.  Easter season be-
gins at sunset on the eve of Easter and ends with 
Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and the birth of the Church (see Acts 2). 

Easter season is more than an extended celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus.  In the early church, 
Lent was a season when persons who wished to 
become Christians were learning how to live the 
way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on Easter 
Sunday.  Christians have referred to this time of 
formation as "catechesis" or "echoing the way of 
Jesus."  The original purpose of the Easter season 
was to continue the formation of new Christians in 
the faith.  Christians have historically referred to 
this formation process as "mystagogy" or "leading 
people into the mysteries."  

Today, this extended season gives us time to re-
joice and experience what we mean when we say 
Christ is risen and that we, as the church, are the 

body of the  
Risen Lord.    
It’s a season for 
focusing on the 
core doctrines 
and mysteries 
of the faith and 
for preparing 
for the minis-
tries the Spirit 
has empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name. 

Many churches use these weeks to teach about the 
sacraments and help people discern their spiritual 
gifts and callings.  Congregations may do this both 
through small group formation and as part of public 
worship.  Ecumenical resources for both have been 
developed by the North American Association for 
the Catechumenate, also known as Journey to Bap-
tismal Living, supported through the worship office 
of Discipleship Ministries.  The season may culmi-
nate with a service of commissioning laypersons 
into ministry as part of the Pentecost celebration. 

The season after Pentecost begins with Trinity Sun-
day and concludes with Christ the King/Reign of 
Christ Sunday. The purpose of this season is to sup-
port our common work of using the gifts we have 
been given in the name of Jesus and the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Content by Ask The UMC, of UM Communications.  Edited for Space. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/ask-the-umc-faqs/sacraments
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/ask-the-umc-faqs/sacraments
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-gifts
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-gifts
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uVv3IEqoJXJwS6TEAn9G9GqLYuphbRy9/view?usp=sharing
https://journeytobaptism.org/
https://journeytobaptism.org/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/pentecost-commissioning-of-laypersons-for-ministry-in-christs-name
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/pentecost-commissioning-of-laypersons-for-ministry-in-christs-name
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LIFTING SPIRITS!    

Your phone calls, cards and visits will brighten someone’s day!   

Please call the office if you need to get or wish to share contact information 

about anyone who would benefit from this. 

Anniversaries 

May Calendar Highlights 

Birthdays 

We don’t want to miss your SPECIAL DAY!  If you have recently become a church member or     

attend regularly, please give our secretary your, (and your spouse’s) birthday, and if applicable, your    

anniversary date.  Don’t worry - we won’t share the year you were born with anyone! 

Reaching Everyone  When requesting that a message be sent out to the congregation, 
please submit your information in writing to the church office                                      

so that it’s complete, it ’s correct and it will reach exactly the right people.                                           
TURN IN YOUR ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY MAY 19

TH
.  THANK YOU! 

Margaret Aubrey sends her thanks to everyone for their cards, phone calls 
and visits.  She appreciates all the good wishes.  She is feeling much better. 

Tim  Melin 5-May 

Terry Runyan 5-May 

Monica Burris 6-May 

Paula Gorenflo 20-May 

Brenda Coots 22-May 

Bonnie Reed 29-May 

Natalie Sligar 30-May 

Gayla & Terry Runyan 6-May 

Mary Ann & Mike Heston 25-May 

From Faubion ’s Calendar and From the Official UMC Program Calendar  

This Month        Planning and Suggested Activities        Next Month  

June 

4 - Trinity Sunday 

4 - Peace with Justice Sunday 

9-11 Missouri Annual Conference of the UMC 

14 - Flag Day 

18 - Father’s Day 

19 - Juneteenth 

21 - First Day of Summer 

28 - John Wesley’s Birthday 

  

May - Christian Home Month 

            Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 

            Older Adult Recognition (Any Day in May) 
 

4 - National Day of Prayer 

5 - Friendship Day 

14 - Festival of Christian Home / Mother’s Day 

18 - Ascension of the Lord 

20 - Baby Grace Open House 

21 - Ascension Sunday 

21 - Heritage Sunday 

24 - Aldersgate Day 

28 - Day of Pentecost 

29 - Memorial Day (office closed) 


